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Hamilton: will we finally see it at home?
There is nothing like a live 
Broadway show, but we can be in 
the room where it happens! 

Before it even opened 
on Broadway, Lin-
Manuel Miranda’s 
Hamilton was already 
one of the hottest 
tickets in town. It’s 
notoriously difficult to 
get seats for the show 
and that difficulty is 
compounded by the 
fact that many people 
can’t even afford the 
trip to New York in the 
first place. But given 
Miranda’s background 
as a teacher and 
his commitment to 
bringing Hamilton to 
the masses (especially 
children), I had always 
hoped the show would 
end up on PBS’s Great 
Performances so we 
all could watch the 
original cast in action. 
The good news is, it 
will! The bad news is, it 
won’t be airing as a full 
show . . . yet.

Since the early 
1970s, PBS’s Great 
Performances series 
has been airing plays, 
concerts, operas, and 
ballets. But none 
of those high-brow 

By Joanna Robinson
offerings have ever had 
as much juice behind 
them as the hugely 
popular Hamilton, 
so it should come 
as no surprise that 
PBS would leap at 
the chance to take 
part in the Broadway 
phenomenon. Variety 
reports that this fall 
a program called 

Hamilton’s America 
will “showcase the 
making of the hit 
Broadway musical, 
following creator 
and star Lin-Manuel 
Miranda, along with 
his team. The project 
will feature interviews 
with key thinkers and 
artists, plus scenes from 
Hamilton, including 
never-before-seen 
footage.” That means 
Hamilton obsessives 
who have been 
cobbling together tiny 

snippets of the show 
from YouTube clips are 
in for a real treat.

This isn’t the first time 
Great Performances 
has tackled a Miranda 
show. In 2009, PBS 
aired In the Heights: 
Chasing Broadway 
Dreams. 

On behalf of the 
entire Hamilton cast 
and creative team, 
many of whom are In 
The Heights alumni, 

we are overjoyed 
to be returning to 
PBS in partnership 
with RadicalMedia 
with this project. We 
invited filmmaker Alex 
Horwitz into ‘the room 
where it happened’ 
a few years ago, and 
he’s captured parts of 
this journey no one has 
seen. We can’t wait to 
share it, thanks to PBS.

As broadcast programs 
such as National 
Theatre Live! and Live 

From Stratford-Upon-
Avon continue to make 
British theater more and 
more accessible to the 
masses, it’s wonderful 
to be reminded that 
American theater can 
be just as accessible. 
Meanwhile we can just 
wait for the inevitable 
movie version of 
Hamilton which may 
be even closer than you 
think.

Little known facts about 
Lin-Manuel Miranda
Hint: There’s more than just fast 
words and a gorgeous singing 
voice
By Luchina Fisher
Lin-Manuel Miranda 
is having a very good 
year.

Miranda, 36, the creator 
of the hip-hop musical 
about founding father 
Alexander Hamilton, is 
also up for best actor in 
a musical.

Here’s what you need 
to know about the man 
behind “Hamilton” 
ahead of the June 12 
Tony Awards:

He’s a genius:
Miranda, who 
previously won a 
Tony for his first 
Broadway musical 
“In the Heights,” was 
awarded the MacArthur 
“genius grant” in 
2015. But he was 
already something of a 
prodigy as a youngster 
growing up in Inwood, 
a neighborhood on 
the northern tip of 

Manhattan, and was 
admitted to a school for 
gifted children.

He Always Loved To 
Sing:
What Miranda found 
was theater. He was 
in nearly every school 
play and his love of 
music was fostered at 
home as a child. His 
family collected cast 
albums and Miranda 
knew every line and 
lyric.

He Identifies 
With Alexander 
Hamilton:
Hamilton’s story is 
an immigrant’s story, 
and so is Miranda’s. 
His parents moved 
from Puerto Rico, 
where they were 
born, to the mostly 
Hispanic neighborhood 
of Inwood. His 
father, Luis, is a 
political consultant 
and his mother is a 
psychologist. And 
like Hamilton, whom 
he plays in the show, 
Miranda feels a drive to 
pack as much as he can 
into his life.

Right after graduating 
from Wesleyan 

Continued on Page 
2

Theo Wargo/Getty 
Images

Hamilton earns 16 Tony Award 
nominations 

The Tony Awards are 
being nicknamed this 
year the “Hamil-Tonys” 
in recognition that 
“Hamilton” is the show 
to beat. That was proven 
again Tuesday.

Lin-Manuel Miranda’s 
hip-hop-flavored 
biography about the 
first U.S. treasury 
secretary earned 
16 Tony Award 
nominations, breaking 

The recognition keeps coming for this brilliant hip 
hop musical
By  Mark Kennedy

What is Hamilton: An American 
Musical?
A Story of our nation’s birth told by the people who lived it...kind of 
By Charlie Rose 

the 15-nominations 
record held jointly 
by “The Producers” 
and “Billy Elliot the 
Musical.” “Hamilton” 
earned nods in all 
13 categories it was 
eligible.

“I feel really grateful 
that they kind of spread 
the wealth,” Miranda 
told The Associated 
Press. “Theater requires 
collaboration and I’m 
lucky to be working 

with some of the 
best people in their 
respective fields alive 
right now.”

The awards will be 
handed out June 12, 
with James Corden 
playing host from 
the Beacon Theatre. 
“Hamilton” will be 
hoping to break another 
record: The musical 
with the most Tonys is 
Continued on Page 
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The following is a 
script from “Hamilton” 
which aired on Nov. 
8, 2015 and was 
rebroadcast on Jan. 10, 
2016. Charlie Rose 
is the correspondent. 
Graham Messick, 
producer.

Over the last five 
months, “Hamilton” 
has become part of 
Broadway lore. It 
is one of the most 
critically-acclaimed 
shows ever staged and 
one of the toughest 

tickets to get, already 
sold out until summer. 
The story of founding 
father Alexander 
Hamilton and his 
contemporaries is 
played by a young, 
multiracial cast...
dancing, singing and 
rapping to hip hop and 
popular music.

As we first reported last 
fall, the man behind 
it, 35-year-old Lin-
Manuel Miranda wrote 
the music, lyrics and 
book and plays the 
title character, one of 

the most audacious 
and brilliant figures in 
American history.

Lin-Manuel Miranda: 
The thing about 
Hamilton is he spoke 
in paragraphs. So the 
opening sentence of 
our show is this crazy, 
run-on sentence. 
“How does a bastard 
orphan, son of a whore 
and a Scotsman, 
dropped in the middle 
of a forgotten spot 
in the Caribbean 
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University in 2002 with 
a degree in theater arts, 
Miranda began working 
on “In the Heights,” a 
musical about his old 
neighborhood. The 

Facts, continued from 
page 1

show won the 2008 
Tony for best musical, 
and two months later 
Miranda read Ron 
Chernow’s biography 
of Alexander Hamilton 
while on vacation.

His Most Prominent 

Supporter Is 
President Obama

Nine months after 
reading Chernow’s 
book, Miranda was 
invited to the White 
House to perform a 
song from “In the 
Heights.” Instead, he 
chose to perform a 
work in progress that 
would later become 
“Hamilton” the 
musical. The gamble 
earned him a standing 
ovation from President 
Obama, First Lady 
Michelle and Vice 
President Joe Biden and 
his wife.

In March, Miranda 
returned to the White 
House with the cast of 
“Hamilton.” This time 
he did a little freestyle 
rapping with President 
Obama in the Rose 
Garden. A video of 
their duo went viral.

Miranda Married 
His High School 
Classmate

Miranda married wife 
Vanessa Nadal, a 
litigation attorney, in 
2010.

“We re-met in our 
mid-20s. She was out 
of my league in high 
school -- and then I got 
cool enough to date her 
when I was about 25 
or so,” Miranda told 
People magazine.

The couple’s young 
son, Sebastian, was 
born in November 
2014.

Nominations, 
continued from page 1 

“The Producers” with 
12.

At that ceremony, 
“ Hamilton “ will 
compete for Broadway’s 
biggest crown — best 
new musical — with 
“Bright Star,” ‘’School of 
Rock,” ‘’Shuffle Along” 
and “Waitress.”

The other top 
nominees Tuesday 
were “Shuffle Along,” 
a show that explores 
a groundbreaking 
95-year-old musical 
starring, written and 
directed by African-
Americans, which got 
10 nominations, and 
the revival of “She 
Loves Me,” which 
earned eight.

“Hamilton” earned 
seven acting 
nominations — 
Miranda, Leslie Odom 
Jr., Phillipa So, Daveed 
Diggs, Jonathan Groff, 
Christopher Jackson 
and Renee Elise 
Goldsberry. It also 
earned nominations 
for best musical, 
scenic design, 
costumes, lighting 
design, direction, 
choreography, 
orchestrations, best 

book and best original 
score.

The musical has already 
won the Pulitzer 
Prize for drama, a 
Grammy, the Edward 
M. Kennedy Prize for 
Drama Inspired by 
American History and a 
MacArthur Foundation 
“genius” grant.

The loudest screams 
in Miranda’s house 
Tuesday morning were 
for the announcement 
of Jackson, who plays 
George Washington. 
Jackson was one of the 
first people to audition 
for the show in New 
York in 2002. “To see 
him get recognized 
got a particularly 
loud scream from my 
parents and my wife 
and I,” Miranda said, 
laughing.

Goldsberry earned her 
first Tony nomination 
after appearing in four 
previous Broadway 
shows and said she 
will go to the theater 
Tuesday night holding 
aloft the banner of 
“Hamilton.”

“The 16 of us represent 
every single person 
that worked on this 
show and we’re really 

grateful to get to do 
that,” she said. But first, 
the mother of two will 
celebrate with a nap. 
“I’m going to nap with 
the happiest smile on 
my face.”

In a twist, Miranda 
will face off in the best 
leading actor category 
with Odom, who plays 
Aaron Burr, a part he 
wrote. The two shared a 
dressing room when the 
play was off-Broadway 
and are close friends.

“I wouldn’t have it any 
other way. I look in Lin’s 
eyes every single night 
and I see the truth and 
the vulnerability that he 
comes to the stage with. 
And so I am obviously 
thrilled to be included, 
but it wouldn’t have 
made sense to me any 
other way,” Odom said.

So, nominated for best 
leading actress in a 
musical for “Hamilton,” 
will face off against 
Laura Benanti, a 
previous Tony winner, 
who was enjoying her 
first-time nomination 
in a leading actress 
category.

CBS News


